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From The Desk of The CEO 
FATHERS DAY AT MID-SOUTH LIONS 

In 1909, Sonora Smart Dodd came up with the idea of honoring fathers like we do 

mothers on Mother’s Day. Her father was a civil war veteran who had to raise     

Sonora because of her mother’s untimely death. 

Our Mid-South Lions fathers, many of whom are in the Hall of Honor, laid the 

foundation for our service back in 1942. In 84 years since then, Mid-South has   

provided over 45,000 surgeries helping families throughout the mid-south when 

they basically had nowhere else to turn. Typically, fathers get tools, ties, or toys 

(more expensive toys than in our youth) from loving children and grandchildren. 

Mid-South provides miracles for those in need with the gifts of sight or hearing at 

no cost to the patient. Lions clubs pay for transportation, eyeglasses, hearing aids, 

and medicines only. What a difference we make! 

Father’s Day in the US falls on the third Sunday of June. The impact Mid-South 

Lions has had on fathers (out of 45k, how many are fathers?) and families cannot 

be measured. Getting their job back, being able to read, watch tv, play with their 

children and grandchildren, work themselves back into the community, their 

church, their social circles and even join and become leaders in the Lions club. 

As we celebrate Father’s Day 2026, let’s celebrate our continuing gifts to all those 

in need. With Lions in our four-state area, and let’s celebrate the positive impact 

we have on people in our local, regional, national, and even internationally, Lions 

continue to change the world. You and Mid-South are a big part of that effort. 

 

Happy Fathers Day! 
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IMPORTANT DATES  
 

6/19 — Celebration of Juneteenth  

6/21 — Happy Father’s Day 

6/23— Speaking Tour: Mountain Home Lions Club, AR 

6/25— Speaking Tour: Rolla Lions Club, Rolla, MO 

UN-FORE-GETTABLE 
 

 
Great times were had at the  2026 Mid-South Lions Golf Tournament. 
Lions and Friends of  Mid-South were Kings and Queens of the Green 
at the Cherokee Valley Golf Course in Olive Branch, MS, on Friday, 
June 5.  We had the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of the  
vision and hearing impaired AND had a great time doing it!  We had a 
total of 14 golf teams, which was double the number of teams that we 
had last year, which is terrific! Not to mention we took in $6000 in    
revenue! Golf Teams from two local High Schools, Olive Branch High 

and Lewisburg High, showed out in style. Greg Crapo was the King of the Silent Auction tables, taking 
home several hotel stay packages, Blake Carr took home the Liberty Bowl package, and James    
Wilkerson was the highest bidder on the Mid-South Fab Lion T-Shirt set. A special thanks to the staff of   
Cherokee Valley Golf Course for providing an amazing lunch that went that extra mile in making sure 
our golfers gave their best out on the field of battle. If you were unable to participate in this year’s      
tournament, I encourage you to definitely participate in 2027. A new energy is working within the   
tournament  and next year is going to be bigger and better.  All working towards the solution to vision 
and hearing impairment AND having a little fun with your fellow Lions, supporters, family, and friends!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Physicians at the       
Hamilton Eye Institute 
(HEI) at the University 
of  Tennessee Health        
Science Center donated 
their services to           

restore sight to patients during the Ivan     
Marais  Cataract-A-Thon on Saturday, June 6. 
Through organization, commitment and a lot 
of hard work, 23 patients, of all ages, walked 
out of  The Hamilton Eye Institute with the 
gift of    restored sight! The all-day outreach,                 
organized and led by HEI residents, provided 
FREE  cataract  surgeries to individuals who 
otherwise could not afford the procedure. 
Since the first  Cataract-A-Thon in 2017, more 
than 200 individuals have had their sight            
restored during this amazing event. 



2026 4TH QUARTERLY BOARD  

& ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
The Fourth Quarterly Board Meeting took place on Saturday, June 6 at The Hamilton Eye Institute.  The 
board voted on bylaw changes, nominations  for open positions, elected officers and introduced the officers 
and board members for 2026-2027, announced special recognitions, passed out CEO Presentations,      recog-
nized the recipient of The Freeman Award and, of course, announced the 2026-2027 President,  Lion Kenneth 
Maddox of Reservoir, Mississippi.  

 

OFFICES ELECTED FOR 2026-2027 AND BEYOND 
 
PRESIDENT - KEN MADDOX, RESERVOIR, MS 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT - RICK BAILEY, FAYETTEVILLE, AR 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT - GENA SHELHAMER, BARTLETT, TN 
3RD VICE PRESIDENT - JIM KORICH, ROLLA, MO 
4TH VICE PRESIDENT - CINDY BAMBURG, BILOXI, MS 
 
TREASURER (2028) -  TONI POE, HOT SPRINGS, AR 
SECRETARY (2027) LEANNA RICH, LONOKE, AR 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT LARRY BOETTCHER 
 
BOARD MEMBERS (2028)    BOARD MEMBERS (2027) 
MARY TOMLINSON (AR)     MATT WEBBER (AR) 
ANDY KALINOWSKI (MS)     WAYNE ROSS (MS) 
PHYLLIS KREBS (MO)     WENDY WILLIAMS (MO) 
DR. EILEEN SMITH (TN)     LISA VINSON (TN) 
 
AT LARGE MEMBERS (2028)    AT LARGE MEMBERS (2027) 
ANN MADDOX (MS)     SCOTT SHELHAMER (TN) 
SUE WOLF-KALINOWSKI (MS)    PENNY EDWARDS (MS) 
GINA BOETTCHER (MO)     DR. JILL BLUE (MO) 
LISA VINSON (TN)     DR. ELLIOTT KANNER (TN) 
       CAROL ALLEN (AR) 
       CATHY SIMPSON (MO) 

TRUSTEES (TERMS END) 
MS:  Barron Caulfield (2027) 

AR:  Angela Decker (2028) 

TN:  Marvin Vinson (2029) 

MO: Terry Boettcher (2030) 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE - ONE YEAR TERM (2027) 
MATT WEBBER (AR) 
PHYLLIS KREBS (MO) 
JAMES WILKERSON (MS) 
LYNN TUNE (TN) 
 

 

CONGRATS to all of our elected officials! They will  stay true to our rich history and continue to lead us         
towards a bright and successful future dedicated to Lionism and service. 



TIME TO GET DUCKY! 

THE RACES ARE JUST AROUND 
THE CORNER 

 

If you have a duck in the race, THANK YOU for joining the 
fight in providing miracles in the lives of the vision and 
hearing impaired.  IF you haven’t… what are you waiting 
for?  Do your part, and have some fun at the same time!  
Scan the barcode, adopt a duck and participate in               
Mid-South’s first ever virtual Duck Race of 2026!  Scan the 
barcode below, enter to win some fabulous prizes AND 
help Mid-South Lions provide for those in need.  

AVAILABLE NOW!! 

 2026—2027 CHALLENGE COIN                              

This sleek and colorful coin is a gorgeous upgrade from last year’s 
challenge coin and features the colorful Fab Lion on the front and 
boasts Mid-South Lions’ logo on the back and represents the great 
state of Mississippi! Become a Champion and donate $25 and take 
home your new Challenge coin today! 

 

 

 CEO………………. Brad Baker 

Editor…………….Bianca Gibson 

Contributor…….Betty Douglas 

Contributor……...Tiffany Scott 

++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

For more information on 
Mid-South Lions NEW   
informative newsletter, 
or for questions on how 
you can get your club 
news posted HERE, 
please contact Bianca  
Gibson at                       
biancag@midsouthlions.org. 

 




